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T
he region of Valencia was everywhere in international news 
during the f irst weeks of November 2024. Heavy rains 
and extreme f loods left hundreds of deceased and missing 

people, while thousands were left without water or electricity 
in precarious conditions. While relief and assistance from the 
authorities was lacking for days, society took its place. Millions 
of people throughout Spain and abroad lent a hand, either hel-
ping to clean the mud from the streets or distributing food and 
water. From GS Nómadas and Gremio BP (FPG Spain) could do 
nothing else but help, within our abilities. For two consecutive 
weekends, we organised a food and supplies collection for those 
in need, gathering hundreds of kilos of water and canned food, 
as well as hygiene and working material. Dozens of scouts and 
families from Alcorcón brought supply material, allowing us to fill 
5 car trunks and a minivan. Moreover, thousands of scouts from 
WFIS and WOSM helped either clearing the mud or organising 
food and supply collections. All the gathered material was swiftly 
taken to the region of Valencia. Be prepared!

VOLUNTEER WORK – DANA 2024
Grupo Scout Nómadas - Spain
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A 
few weeks ago, friends from all over the world wrote to me, 
worried after seeing the terrifying images from Valencia. We 
barely received any information, and we all felt powerless 

watching the disaster, as many of us didn’t know how to help. 
Fortunately, in our group, we have leaders who, in addition to being 
Scouts, are also military personnel, and thus we have experienced 
this tragedy firsthand.
Last Friday, November 1st, as we began our round’s opening camp, 
our Baloo, Verónica, who is stationed with the UME (Military 
Emergency Unit), received a call. They asked if she would be 
willing to go to Valencia for an indefinite period, despite having 

HEROES WITHOUT CAPES ACT 
WHEN THEY ARE NEEDED
David Serrano
Grupo Scout Aéreos Torrejón - Spain

young children. Ultimately, with mixed feelings, she departed for 
the disaster area the next day.
We are proud of her attitude and that of her children, who, despite 
wanting their mother close and fearing for her safety, told her: 
“Mom, go help. We’ll be fine, and there are people there who 
need you.”
Upon arrival, Baloo found everything destroyed. People lacked 
basic necessities such as water, electricity, and clothing; they had 
lost everything. After a few days of clearing mud, moving debris, 
and patrolling at night, Baloo informed us about the real needs 
of the people. What was most urgently needed were water boots, 
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socks, hygiene products, masks, and work gloves. Besides Baloo, 
our Akela, Tamara, also a military member, decided to go along 
with her children—two of our Scouts—from Friday to Sunday 
to assist with the cleanup. This allowed us to deliver supplies 
directly to those who needed them.
In less than 48 hours, our group managed to raise significant 
funds and received donations from leaders, families, and 
friends of the group. One of the challenges was purchasing 
everything necessary, as there was a shortage of supplies due 
to the overwhelming solidarity of the Spanish people. Thanks 
to the efforts of the rest of our group’s leaders, we managed to 
acquire and fill two cars with water boots, socks, gloves, masks, 
and hygiene products.
The next step was to transport these supplies to Valencia and enter 

the affected area. With great luck and support, we were able to 
deliver our materials directly to the victims. Although Scouts do 
not expect rewards, we were filled with joy seeing the happiness 
of those who received the donations and hearing Tamara recount 
how they hugged and cried upon receiving the essentials, but most 
of all, the kindness and self less help. Even without knowing each 
other, it seemed as if they had been together forever.
As of today (November 19th), our Baloo is still deployed in 
Valencia. Despite facing terrible scenes, she has encountered 
many grateful people and, of course, also young and older 
Scouts, proudly wearing their scarves, ready to help others in 
any circumstance and faithfully adhering to Scout law.
All I can say is that I am proud that this little family is capable 
of doing great things. Thank you.
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T
he Scout Registry from 1914 was the most contested lot at the 
“Clash of Civilizations” Auction on October 8, 2024, organized 
by Historic Auction House (Bucharest, Romania). The first 

name listed in the registry is that of Dimitrie D. Dimăncescu, who, 
together with his brother Ioan D., founded the scouting movement 
in Romania.

110 years later, representatives of the family, Dan Dimăncescu 
- Honorary Consul of Romania in the United States - and Alin 
Dimăncescu - President of the Romanian Traditional Scouts 
(ACT-RO), bridged a century through a remarkable scouting 
restitution effort.

The document - the oldest and most valuable of its kind - was taken 
from the headquarters of the auction house. The winning bidders 
offered to the auction commissioner the book “Traveler without a 
map - memoirs of Dimitrie D. Dimăncescu”.

The acquisition of this document adds a prestigious note to the 
Romanian Traditional Scouts, who this year celebrate 10 years of 
Education through Adventure®.

THE SCOUT REGISTRY
Alin Dimăncescu
Asociatia Cercetasilor Traditionali din Romania 
ACT-RO Romania
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I
t all starts with an ambitious project, a secret aspiration, the 
classic ‘dream in the drawer’, which is difficult to realize if 
you keep it closed.

Therefore, what better starting point than a shared mantra: if 
we can dream it, we can do it.
A common desire was to walk the Camino de Santiago de 
Compostela, but since we had no more than eight days at our 
disposal, we settled for tackling one of the wonderful routes, 
namely the Portuguese Way.

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, DO IT!
Raid Invictus 
Assoraider Statte - Italy

The organising machine was set in motion in October 2023, with 
the undertaking being launched; after estimates and evaluation 
of expenses, we worked on the various self-financing. First step 
was the purchase of plane tickets, followed by numerous mee-
tings to define every detail: backpack weight, clothing, cooking 
equipment, accommodation, ref lection messages, vigils and 
credentials.
Within no time at all, it was already the thirtieth of August 
2024, when the Invictus raid found itself on a plane bound for 
Porto, before reaching Valença by train, Portugal’s last city, from 
where the journey began. Across the river Minho, we ended 
up in Spain, precisely in Tui, Galicia, followed by O Porriño, 
Redondela, Pontevedra, Caldas de Reis, Padrón and f inally 
Santiago de Compostela.
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Waking up at 5:00 a.m., taking a thousand precautions so as not 
to disturb the other pilgrims in the albergue, coffee from the 
moka, strategically to recharge and at 6:00 a.m. already on the 
road. Darkness was such that we had to use torches; however, 
each sunrise was more gorgeous than the previous one. It had 
become a challenge to trek as many kilometres as possible before 
meeting the sun, rewarding every hard climb and every effort 
with the view from above.
A typical day involved about five to six hours of walking. Once 
we have reached our destination, we would settle down in the 
hostels: scout-style lunch, laundry, a nap and a visit to the many 
places, full of history and all to be discovered. As the sun set late 
in the day, we could admire another breathtaking beauty: the 
sunset, with its thousands of shades of pink, which introduced 
the cold lights of night.
In the evening, after that languor had been quenched by the deli-
cacies with which Bagheera delighted, we would gather to share 
emotions and reflections.
Such moments were the best, which enabled the pilgrims who 
travelled with us to have a taste of a piece of the world of scouting. 
In this way, each testimony enriched everyone’s experience and 
encouraged a deep bond between different lives, all united by a 
common adventure.
Gravel, asphalt, rocks, climbs and descents, light and dark, wind 
and rain. Watercourses, mountains, monuments and churches, shells 
and yellow arrows, so many new places and so many new stamps.
Laughter, tears, songs, sounds and silences, rivers of pilgrims from 

everywhere: this was the meaning of the walk.
Finally, the big day: the arrival in Praza de Obradoiro, the square 
in Santiago.
Without realising it, with such ease the joy on their faces mixed 
with the tears that f lowed freely down everyone’s cheeks.
At that moment, in front of a giant that is the majestic Cathedral, 
moments come back to the heart that had not yet been realized. 
The set of sensations that surround one at the mere hearing of 
words like ‘Buen camino!’ or ‘For you, 2 km more’, the holding of 
hands to alleviate exhaustion, the double rucksack as a metaphor 
for the weight of life and the limits that one manages to overcome, 
the magic of sharing a journey with people one met totally by 
coincidence and who will always have an important place in one’s 
memories from that moment on.
The Camino is not measured in kilometres, but in feelings and 
motivation. It is a dream come true, a new start, a test of courage 
and toughness, it is feeling supported by those who have gone 
before, those at home or those nearby.
Many pilgrims, when they start the Camino de Santiago, do not even 
know why. They have expectations, perhaps an idea of spirituality 
or adventure, but the Camino has a unique way of overturning 
them. Its magic lies in the fact that you are expecting one thing 
and experiencing another. It does not matter if you are religious 
or if you are an atheist: every step, every drop of sweat, twists the 
walk and, at the same time, the walk changes you.
Returning home, a promise is made, almost shouting it out loud: 
on that path, sooner or later, I will return!
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T
he Spanish Federation of Food Banks (FESBAL) is an apoli-
tical and non-denominational entity founded in 1995, which 
promotes the work, image and figure of the associated Food 

Banks in their fight against hunger, poverty and food waste by 
using and distributing food to the neediest people. Furthermore, 
it contributes to improve the environment.
FESBAL is made up of 54 associated Food Banks from all over 
Spain that operate by distributing food. It is also a member of the 
European Federation of Food Banks (FEBA) and have won Prince 
of Asturias Award for Concord in 2012.

Origin
The first Food Bank was founded in 1967 in Phoenix (Arizona) 
in the United States by John Van Hengel (1922-2005), a religious 
volunteer who heard the testimony of a mother with no resources 
who explained how she fed her children by collecting exceed food 
from supermarkets.
After participating in several food collections and realizing the 
truly need and great demand from those in need, he concluded 
that their needs could be met by using surplus food. This is how 
a project was born that expanded throughout the American con-
tinent and later to Europe.

SCOUT SERVICE
WHAT IS THE SPANISH FEDERATION 
OF FOOD BANK?
David Vizoso Robledo. 
Grupo Scout Nómadas - Spain
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In 1984, the first Food Bank in Europe was founded in Paris and 
in 1986 the European Federation of Food Banks was created.
Later, in 1987, the first food bank in Spain was created in Barcelona, ​​
followed by one in Gerona (1988) and later, in 1995, the Food 
Bank of Vizcaya, among others.

Participation of Scouts
Thousands of Scouts from all over Spain participate and collaborate 
with the collection of food in the different banks. 
This year, on November 22nd, 23rd and 24th in Spain, the “Great 
Collection” was held. Several WFIS member associations parti-

cipated in this. This edition was of greater interest because part 
of the collected food has been destined for those affected by the 
DANA in Valencia.

Participants:
 A.S. Mas Guinardó 31 of Barcelona, 

	 Associació Catalana de Scouts.
 G. S. Cicónidas 345 of Talavera de la Reina, Toledo.
 G. S. Nómadas, Freier Pfadfinderbund 

	 St. Georg – Spain.
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U
sing scale models, one can create dioramas, which are sca-
led-down representations of portions of the surrounding reality, 
including everything it encompasses historical or fictional 

scenes, ecosystems, etc. These reproductions give the viewer the 
perception of a real landscape. At the same time, the models highlight 
the historical, technical, and artistic significance of the originals.
As a great enthusiast of military history, I discovered a very intere-
sting website years ago that I enjoyed a lot. It’s called “The Story of 
a Scout – Ioan Dem. Dimăncescu”.
Inspired by this historical topic, I attempted to reproduce at 1:35 scale 
a scout from the interwar period, thinking that the story continues...
In the meantime, I gained a new motivation: my son, Andrei Gabriel 
Ștefan, joined the Romanian Traditional Scouts, where he made 
new friends and participated in an educational program focused 
on learning through adventure.
A completed model can showcase the modeler’s skill and bring 
great satisfaction, but the real joy of modeling lies in the entire 
journey of its creation, from the project phase to the final exhibit, 
through all its stages.

STATIC MODELING IS A HOBBY,  
A WAY TO SPEND ONE’S FREE TIME
Laurențiu Gabriel Ștefan
Asociatia Cercetasilor Traditionali din Romania 
ACT-RO Romania



13

Steps in Creating the Model:
1. Chosen Theme
Subject: The Scout

2. Research
After selecting the theme, the most interesting part follows: rese-
arching photographs and videos from the relevant period (e.g., the 
website cercetasia.ro) and examining items displayed in museums.
I want to emphasize that the scout uniform once worn by Ulisse 
Sâmboteanu, Director of Scouting during the interwar period, 
exhibited at the National Military Museum “King Ferdinand I,” 
was of great help to me.

3. The Kit or Figurine Chosen for the Subject/Theme
I used the figurine of a young member of a German youth orga-
nization, to which I added the head of another figurine from the 
same set.

4. Modifications and Additions
Incorporating many new elements.

5. Painting the Piece
Applying the first layers of color tones.

6. Highlighting Shadows and Lights on the Figurine

7. Crafting the Mini-Diorama’s Setting
Adding realism to the figurine.

8. Adding Other Environmental Elements
For example, a bird of prey (e.g., an eagle) and a viper.

A Reflection on Modeling
Modeling requires a great deal of attention, dedication, patience, 
skill, and commitment. It involves working on a piece for months 
or even years, learning from one another, helping and respecting 
each other, a passion that unites people devoted to a shared goal.
My works primarily features at a 1:35 scale figurines integrated 
into mini-dioramas. My greatest pleasure is adding new elements 
to the figurines compared to the kit (piece) provided in the box.

Let’s imagine the story behind this model: just a few meters away 
from the young scout lies a viper, whose single bite could be fatal. 
However, from the crest above, the sharp eyes of a bird of prey spot 
the viper, ready to descend and save the young scout.
At the International Static Modeling Competition held in Alba Iulia 
in 2018, in the Figurine Category, the work titled “Be Prepared” 
won 1st place.
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T
he scouts reaffirm their commitment to Pedro Bernardo and 
continue working to restore the greenery of its mountains. 
The Plant a Scout Tree platform held its 3rd reforestation event 

in this village. On this occasion, nearly 200 volunteers gathered, 
including children aged 5 to 22, scouts, and families from the 
scout groups Aéreos Torrejón (WFIS), Tomahawk (WOIS), Hotara 
(WFIS), Pangea (ASIM-WFIS), and Cicónidas (WFIS).
The Pedro Bernardo Siempre Verde Association, in collaboration 
with the local council, organized the activity, beginning with the 
selection of the area and the seeds to be planted, all of which were 
from native trees. The morning started with a brief explanation of 
the importance of our forests and continued with the distribution 
of seeds. The goal was to create a diverse forest, resistant to fire 
and adapted to climate change.
In the words of Marta Hernández, from the Pedro Bernardo 
Siempre Verde Association: 
“The area we planted today was reforested 30 years ago, but it didn’t 
survive this fire. It deeply moves me that you came because you 
bring so many helping hands. I’ve been going to the mountains 
for 30 years, bringing buses full of people, and you eventually get 
exhausted. Having new seeds and people with this enthusiasm 
gives us energy and joy in our hearts.”
Jesús González, also from the PedroBernardo Siempre Verde 
Association, added: “This reforestation uses seeds from leafy 
species such as rowan, elder, alder buckthorn, hawthorn, holly, 
blackthorn, cork oak, and ash. The importance of these seeds 

SCOUT REFORESTATION 
PEDRO BERNARDO 16-11-24
David Serrano
Grupo Scout Aéreos Torrejón - Spain

lies in their resistance to fire; in case of new fires, the trees can 
regrow from their own roots. We think it’s fantastic that so many 
people come because it generates a lot of energy—positive energy, 
group energy, and camaraderie. This kind of energy is crucial to 
changing the sad image of this mountain. Your work planting 
trees in nature is truly commendable.”
David Serrano, a member of the scout group Aéreos Torrejón, shared: 
“It’s so beautiful to see two passions come together: my village 
and scouting. I am so happy to see my scout brothers and sisters 
helping to recover what was lost due to the fire. When they say 
scouts are the family you choose, it’s true, they’re the family that 
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supports you when you have a project. The project isn’t just about 
planting a tree seed; it’s about creating a relationship between 
children and nature, between children and a forest, and among 
children from different groups. This is the magic of scouting. Our 
goal is to make these gatherings an annual event.”
During the day, there was also time to eat at the Parque del Rollo 
and its viewpoint, stroll through the village streets, and play games 
together in units.
Thus, the groups declared the day a perfect success:
José Mendoza, from the Tomahawk Scout Group, expressed: 
“This weekend, our scout group, together with three others, had an 
unforgettable experience in Pedro Bernardo, Ávila, collaborating 
with the Pedro Bernardo Siempre Verde Association. We planted 
seeds from seven tree species to reforest areas affected by fires, and 
the enthusiasm of our youth during the activity was contagious. 
The bond between the groups, the teamwork, and the shared 
joy reminded us of the true scout spirit: leaving the world better 
than we found it. Although we may never see these trees grow, 
we take pride in having planted a seed of hope for the future and 
in strengthening the scout brotherhood.”
Ada Alonso, from the Hotara Scout Group, commented: 
“For Hotara, it has been, as always, a wonderful experience. 
Not only does it give us the opportunity to collaborate with the 
environment, but it also allows us to meet other scouts to learn 
from and teach.”
Gema Carvajal, from the Cicónidas Scout Group, said: 
“This was an event we excitedly announced every Saturday at our 
meetings: on November 16, we’re participating in a reforestation 
with other scout groups from Madrid. And finally, the day arrived! 
It was a pleasure to share with other scout brothers and sisters a 

day of forest recovery near Pedro Bernardo, 
putting into practice the sixth scout law: 
teamwork, camaraderie, respect, and joy. 
The nerves of the first day and such a short 

activity only allowed for an initial connection, 
but this was the first of many gatherings where 

lasting friendships will surely be forged. We look 
forward to the next meeting on February 22, the 

Scout Thinking Day. And, of course, we eagerly await 
our next visit to the Puerto de Pedro Bernardo to see how these 
seeds have germinated and grown!”
Brisilla Jurado, from the Pangea Scout Group, concluded: 
“The excitement of reuniting with our scout brothers and sisters 
culminated when we arrived in Pedro Bernardo. This is a place 
our group holds dear as it was the site of our first camp and many 
great memories. Not only does it offer splendid views, but it’s 
also an excellent place for carrying out our work and enjoying 
games together. Sharing with other groups, helping breathe 
new life into such a beloved place, and leaving the world a little 
better are some of the things we take from this reforestation 
experience. It wasn’t the first, and we look forward to the next. 
We want to thank everyone for this incredible opportunity and 
celebrate the joy of seeing our efforts take root. We’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed this experience and can’t wait to return to meet new faces 
and continue caring for the planet! Thank you for everything! 
Always ready!”

It was a fantastic day, and we hope to have even more groups and 
scouts next year.
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T
he Grupo Scout Aéreos Torrejón would like to share some 
of our special moments with you.
We began our adventure on October 7th, 2023, starting with a 

small group of boys and a lot of enthusiasm. Although our team of 
leaders is new, most of us have many years of experience. Starting 
from scratch isn’t easy, but it’s amazing to see the progress we’ve 
made in such a short time.
This year, we’ve organized many activities and shared unforget-
table moments with other scout brothers from different groups, 
but without a doubt, the most important event of the year has 
been the SUMMER CAMP.
Our first summer camp was truly special. From August 3rd to 11th, 
we headed to the mountains of Madrid, filled with excitement. 
We took part in a wide range of activities and workshops that 
brought us closer together as a group.
From the very beginning, the troop chose their patrol corners 
and built structures to make their spaces more comfortable. We 
introduced a patrol points system, did calisthenics every morning, 
and the troop planned their own hike. They also participated in 
workshops on tracking and footprints, had a talk on first aid and 
rescue, enjoyed night games, and concluded with the thrilling 

SUMMER CAMP
David Serrano
Grupo Scout Aéreos Torrejón - Spain

Olympic-themed group gymkhana, where the Greek gods were 
the stars.
The pack focused on completing the tests in their progression 
booklets, alongside pack-related activities, workshops, and basic 
skills training. Some cubs had been working hard throughout the 
year and earned their first star.
The patch for our summer camp is inspired by the Paris Olympic 
Games, which is why it features Astérix and Obélix.
To celebrate this amazing year, we’ve created a video summary 
of all the activities we’ve done. Just scan the QR code or visit our 
social media pages on Facebook or Instagram by searching for 
GRUPO SCOUT AÉREOS TORREJÓN.
We hope to share more activities with many of you soon!
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S
ince 1986, each year, a child from Upper Austria kindles a 
f lame from the “Eternal Flame” from the Nativity Grotto in 
Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 

The light is then f lown to Austria from where it is distributed at a 
Service of Dedication to delegations from across Europe who take 
it back, with a message of Peace, to their own countries.
There has been a great deal of co-operation between Scouts and 
Guides in many countries which has allowed the light to travel 
throughout Europe, such that the light is passed on to 30 European 
Countries and for the past few years, on to North America, Mexico, 
and Canada. 
Scouts can then take the light on to other churches, hospitals, old 
people homes, prisons, and places of public, cultural and political 
importance - to anybody that appreciates the significance of the “gift”.

THE PEACE LIGHT OF BETHLEHEM 
Carlos Paredes – Spain

We are well aware that this ceremony, done mainly in churches, can 
have some connotations of faith, of the belief of a particular religion 
(Christian...), but the message that is proclaimed with that symbol is 
so universal that it can be understood, accepted and shared by any 
belief without the need to be Christian. 
BUT, for the times in which we live in and due to the conflicts, that 
we are astonished to witness, especially wars in which many children 
suffer the consequences... we thought it would have been very nice, 
due to the strong message that it carries, to receive from WFIS scout 
groups and associations their contribute with pictures and a small 
text of their testimony.

Thank you, thank you to everyone who will join the initiative by 
sending in their testimonials.

It is with pleasure that we reintroduce last year’s 
activity as we believe it is very important to get 
the message of peace across to all our members


